Travellers in India

latter went up country to Agra, Finch, stayed
behind at Surat. At the beginning of his narra-
tive Finch makes mention of the many rumours
which reached him at Surat of the progress of
the military operations which " Malik Ambar,*
King of Decan," had commenced against the
city of Ahmednagar. Not long after Hawkins's
marriage Finch himself went up to Agra, While
he was there, he says, great fires broke out in the
city, so that "we feared the judgement of
Sodome and Gomorrha upon the place." Then
came news of the ill-success of the Mogul army
in the Deccan, which, despite its size (600,000),
continued to lose ground in its contest with
Malik Ambar. We hear from Finch that the
cowardice of the citizens of a certain town was
punished by twelve of them being put in
women's clothes, shaved, and beheaded. Finch
subsequently visited Fatepur, Delhi, and La-
hore, and died at Baghdad on his way home to
Europe by the overland route.

Finch's narrative contains a good deal of
useful information on the subject of the daily
levees which Jahangir used to hold. " Being
entered/3 he says, " you approach the King's
Derbar or Seat, before which is also a small

* Malik Ambar Habshl, an Abyssinian slave who rose to great influence
in the Deccan after the capture of Ahmednagar by Danial in 1600 A.D.
^ He had frequent conflicts with Jahangir's armies, but eventually retired
before Khurram. He attached himself to that prince's interest, and re-
mained loyal till his death in 1626. See Oriental Biographical Dictionary',
p. 237.